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Oakworth Primary School Admissions Appeals Timetable
Overview

What is an appeal?

If you applied for a place at the school and were not offered one, you have the right to appeal against
this decision. Please note however that appeals must be submitted in writing and are only upheld in very
specific circumstances. For full information about school admissions appeals, please refer to the DfE
Adpvice for parents and guardians on school admissions appeals.

Why was my child not offered a place?

If we could not offer your child a place, this means that the children who were offered a place had
greater priority, as set out in the oversubscription criteria in our Admissions Policy. For example, they may
have a sibling at the school, or live closer. The letter you received confirming that you were not offered
a place should include information on why.

If you have made an in-year application and this has been refused, it will be because the year group to
which you have applied is full, therefore no spaces are available, or the school has made a referral to
Bradford Council’'s Admissions Fair Access Protocol system.

Find out more...

It is the local authority’s responsibility to ensure that every child has a school place, and we strongly
adyvise you to contact your local authority to enquire about vacancies at other schools.

How appeals work
Appeals for children refused admission will be heard according to the regulations in the current School
Admission Appeals Code.

All appeals must be submitted in writing.

Your appeal will be heard by an independent panel of three people who will consider two main
questions:

1. Was the school’s decision made properly according to admissions law and its own policy?

2. Are your child’s individual circumstances so exceptional that it would be worse for them not to
have a place at a specific school than it would for that school to accept an additional child? This
is called the balance of prejudice test.

How to submit an appeal

Your appeal is made in writing by using the form available on the council website: Make an appeadl
Bradfor ncil

An independent clerk will then manage the case and will write to you with further information about
how the process will work. Appeal hearings may take place in person or via video conferencing.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code
https://www.bradford.gov.uk/education-and-skills/school-admissions/make-an-appeal
https://www.bradford.gov.uk/education-and-skills/school-admissions/make-an-appeal

Appeals Timetable

Main round appeals (September 2027 intake)

Primary Offer Date: 16th April 2027
Deadline for submitting appeal: 15th May 2027
Appeal hearings: June — July 2027

Appeal panel hearings will take place within 40 school days of the deadline date for submitting an
appeal. The independent appeal panel clerk will notify parents/carers of the date of their appeal at
least 10 school days prior to the hearing date and will include whether the hearing will be held in person
or virtually.

Appeals for late applications will be heard within 40 school days of the deadline date for appeals,
where possible, or within 30 school days of the appeal being submitted.

In year appeals

Appeals for an in-year admission, for example to year groups other than Reception, must be submitted
within 20 school days of nofification that a place has not been offered.

Appeals for children refused an in-year admission will be heard within 30 school days of receipt of the
appeal. Parents/carers will be notified of their appeal hearing date by an independent appeal panel
clerk.
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